
 

Space Heaters/Heating 
• Heating equipment is a leading cause of fires in U.S. homes. Local fire departments responded 

to an estimated average of 48,530 fires involving heating equipment each year in 2014-2018. 

These fires resulted in annual losses of 500 civilian deaths, 1,350 civilian injuries, and $1.1 

billion in direct property damage. 

• Heating equipment caused one in seven home structure fires (14%) that took place in 2014–

2018 and 19% of home fire deaths. 

• The leading factor contributing to home heating fires (25%) was failure to clean, principally 

from solid-fueled heating equipment, primarily chimneys. 

• Over half (54%) of the home heating fire deaths were caused by having heating equipment too 

close to things that can burn, such as upholstered furniture, clothing, mattress, or bedding. 

• A vast majority of home heating fire deaths (81%) involved stationary or portable space 

heaters. 

• Nearly half (48%) of all home heating fires occurred in January, February, and December 

 

Cooking 

• US fire departments responded to an estimated average of 172,900 home structure fires per 

year started by cooking activities in 2014-2018.  These fires caused an average of 550 civilian 

deaths, 4,820 reported civilian fire injuries, and more than $1 billion in direct property 

damage per year. 

• Home fires caused by cooking peaked at Thanksgiving and Christmas. In 2018, fire 

departments responded to an average of 470 home cooking fires per day. 

• Ranges or cooktops were involved in the 61% of reported home cooking fires, 87% of 

cooking fire deaths and 78% of cooking fire injuries. 

• Households that use electric ranges have a higher risk of cooking fires and associated losses 

than those using gas ranges. 

• Unattended cooking was the leading cause of cooking fires and casualties. Clothing was the 

item first ignited in less than 1% of these fires, but clothing ignitions led to 8% of the home 

cooking fire deaths. 

• More than one-quarter of the people killed by cooking fires were sleeping at the time. More 

than half of the non-fatal injuries occurred when people tried to control the fire themselves. 



 

Safety Tips: 

• Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop so you can keep an eye on 

the food. 

• Stay in the home when cooking your Thanksgiving or holiday turkey and check 

on it frequently. 

• Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be hot and kids should stay 3 

feet away. 

• Make sure kids also stay away from hot food and liquids. The steam or splash from 

vegetables, gravy or coffee could cause serious burns. 

• Keep the floor clear so you don't trip over kids, toys, pocketbooks or bags when 

handling hot food. 

• Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker, plate warmer or mixer are 

not dangling off the counter within easy reach of a child. 

 

Decorations 
• Purchase lights that have the label of a nationally recognized testing laboratory, such as 

Underwriters Laboratories (UL), and use the lights according to the manufacturer's 

instructions. 

• Outdoor lights are specifically labeled for outdoor use. Outdoor lights should be 

fastened securely and placed on a ground fault interrupter circuit. 

• Do not connect too many light sets together and never use extension cords that are worn 

or cracked. Do not run them under rugs or over sharp objects. 

• Turn off lights when you go to bed or leave the house. 

• Live Christmas trees should be as fresh as possible. Make a fresh cut at the base 

of the trunk, and place the tree in a sturdy stand; water it daily.  When the 

tree becomes dry, discard it promptly.   

• One in five holiday fires occur because a heat source is too close to the tree. Locate the 

tree as far away from heat sources as possible. Never place lighted candles on or near 

the      tree, or where the tree may fall if knocked over by a pet or child. 

• Do not block your primary or alternative escape routes with a tree, decorations or 

presents. 

 

Additional Tips 
• Be careful when using candles. Keep the flame away from objects that can 

burn and out of the reach of children. 



• If the power goes out, make certain that all electrical appliances, such as stoves, 
electric 

• space heaters and hair dryers, are in the OFF position. 

• Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children up high in a 

locked cabinet. 

• Make sure that your home's smoke alarms are in proper working order. 

• All smoke alarms should be tested monthly and batteries replaced twice a year. 

• Some smoke alarms may be dependent on your home's electrical service and 

may not work during a power outage. Check to see if your smoke alarm uses 

a back-up battery and if so, replace those twice a year. 

• Smoke alarms should be installed on every level of your home, inside 

and outside bedrooms. 

• If there is a fire hydrant near your home, keep it clear of snow, ice and 

debris for easy access by the fire department. 

 


